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A bright, sunny, and 
warm day greeted par-
ticipants in the first an-
nual Polly Ann Trail 
Walk on June 2.  The 
walk, put on by the 
Friends of the Polly 
Ann Trail and Lapeer 
County Parks, was a 
celebration of Na-
tional Trails Day and 
a celebration of our 
own Polly Ann Trail.  
The event was a fund-
raiser to raise money 
for the local match for 
a grant to purchase 
seven acres of land to 
connect General 

Squier Park and the 
Polly Ann Trail.  As a 
result of the generous 
support of a number of 
local businesses and 
over 80 participants, 

the Friends raised over 
$1800. 
Walkers gathered at 
General Squier Park and 
walked the Polly Ann 
Trail north to the Vil-

lage of Dryden, ac-
companied by officers 
from the Lapeer 
County Sheriff's 
Mounted Division.  
At the village, they 
were greeted by 
Friends board mem-
bers and supporters 
with cold water and 
directions to local 
businesses.  Some 
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It has been eight 
years since the 
Michigan De-
partment of 
Natural Re-
sources (MDNR) 
completed the 
acquisition of the 
Lapeer Polly 
Ann corridor, 
following the ap-
proval of the state's 
Natural Resources 
Commission.  To 
some, it may seem like 
there has not been 

much progress made in 
the intervening years.  

However, such an 
impression would be 
far from accurate. 
 
A great deal has oc-
curred over the past 
eight years with the 
Polly Ann Trail in 
Lapeer County.  Fol-
lowing the acquisi-
tion, a county over-

sight committee was 
established, public 
hearings were con-
ducted, and a master 
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Bettie’s Solace dedication. Larry Rumley, Art 
Crawford, Harry Gould & Bob Resh. 



#	����������������	
�
and may be rough and 
wet in spots (except Im-
lay City).  In Arcadia, At-
tica, and Imlay Town-
ships, the trail is mowed 
periodically, but is unim-
proved and can be quite 
rough, uneven, and wet in 
some areas. 
 
Problems or concerns 
may be addressed to 
Lapeer County Parks:  
(810) 667-0304�

The Polly Ann Trail cor-
ridor in Lapeer County, 
from Bordman Road to 
Kings Mill, is owned by 
the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, and 
may be used by anyone 
abiding by the rules of 
the corridor.  The rules 
are that no motorized ve-
hicles (including snow-
mobiles) may be used on 
the trail, and no hunting 
is allowed on the trail.  
The trail is clear and 
maintained in Dryden 
Township, Dryden Vil-
lage, and Imlay City, 
though it is unimproved 
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Lots of great things have 
happened on the Polly 
Ann Trail these past eight 
years, and they would not 
have happened without 
the Friends of the Polly 
Ann Trail.  The Friends 
group has worked hard to 
build support for the trail, 
develop the trail master 
plan, maintain the trail, 
and to advocate for the 
continued support and 
development of the trail. 
 
Use of the trail, espe-
cially in Dryden Town-
ship, has continued to in-
crease, as more people 
discover its value for 
walking, running, bike 
riding, riding horses, and 
observing nature.  The 
Friends group contributes 
many hours of labor 
working on the trail, as 
well as providing mone-
tary support, to keep this 

project moving forward 
toward the vision of a 
completed trail. 
 
The Friends group was 
founded ten years ago, 
and has accomplished a 
great deal, but much 
more remains to be done.  
The Friends could use 
your help, either though 
volunteer work, dona-
tions, or simply by be-
coming a member, which 
strengthens our voice.  
You can make a differ-
ence in your community 
by joining us.  
 
 
Membership Application  

See page 7. 
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What is the Michigan 
Trails and Greenways Al-
liance (MTGA)?  Ac-
cording to the organiza-
tion, MTGA "is a non-
profit organization that 
shall foster and facilitate 
the creation of an inter-
connected statewide sys-
tem of trails and green-
ways for recreation, 
health, transportation, 
economic development 
and environmental/
cultural preservation pur-
poses." 
The MTGA was formed 
from the Michigan chap-
ter of the Rails-to-Trails 

Conservancy (RTC) to 
focus on Michigan trail-
ways, and to go beyond 
rail-trails in supporting 
development of a state-
wide trails and greenways 
system.  MTGA sponsors 
the Michigander bicycle 
tour each July.  The old 
Michigan RTC was very 
helpful to the Friends of 
the Polly Ann Trail in its 
formative years, provid-
ing technical assistance 
and advice and $7000 in 
grants. 
The Friends continue to 
work with & support 
MTGA.�
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(MEMORIAL-Continued from page 6) 

ing on a project to add 
signs to the Trail through-
out the Township.  
 
Phases 2 and 3 will cost 
approximately $39,000. 
Phase 2 would be com-
pleted the following year, 
and phase 3 the year after 
that. 
 
The second phase in-
volves property owned by 
the State of Michigan, the 
trail bed itself. The State 
of Michigan suggested 
that the Township and the 
Village lease it from them 
so that we can maintain 
and manage the park 
seamlessly. Creating the 
agreements to bring that 
about will take some 
work. 
 
We are hopeful that 
phases 2 and 3 can be 
supplemented by State or 
Federal grants, since this 
part encompasses the trail 
bed. Currently, the state 
has already written a 
grant to have the trail sur-
faced in Dryden. 
 
If the park were built ac-
cording to the plans out-
lined above, it would be 
considered a success. It 
would be rewarding to 
see trail users and local 
residents using and enjoy-
ing the park.  The park 
would provide many great 
photo opportunities.  
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Supporters of the Polly 
Ann Trail in Attica, 
Imlay, and Arcadia 
Townships can help 
further the development 
of this trail by notifying 
your township officials of 
your support for the trail.  
The elected officials of 
Dryden Township, 
Dryden Village, and 
Imlay City have 
expressed their support 
for trail development, and 
the trail is moving 
forward in those areas.  

The County 
Commissioners are 
waiting for Attica, Imlay, 
and Arcadia Townships to 
formally indicate support 
for trail development 
before authorizing 
development in those 
townships.  Your 
township officials need to 
know that you support 
trail development, and 
you need to urge them to 
change the townships' 
position regarding trail 
development.   
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Once again this year, the Friends of the Polly Ann Trail will 
have a tent at the Blueberry Festival in Imlay City (August 3-
4).  Stop by and visit with us.  We will be happy to answer any 
of your questions about the trail or the Friends.  You can join 
the Friends, or make a donation to our Trailhead Fund.  We 
hope to see you there. 
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The Great Lakes Biore-
gional Land Conservancy 
was the recipient of a 
generous donation of ten 
acres of land adjacent to 
the Polly Ann Trail in 
Dryden Township.  The 
property, donated by Carl 
and Beth Riseman in De-
cember of 2005, is a mix-
ture of woods and wet-
lands, and is located on 
the east side of the trail 
between Dryden Road 
and Casey Road. 

A committee consisting 
of three members of the 
Conservancy and three 
members of the Friends 
of the Polly Ann Trail has 
been established to con-
sider how the property 
will be used.  This part-
nership between the Con-
servancy and the Friends 
is supplemented by sup-
port and cooperation 
from Dryden Township 
and Lapeer County Parks.�
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Anyone who has not seen 
the Polly Ann Trail in 
Oakland County since 
last year is in for a pleas-
ant surprise.  The trail has 
a new, crushed limestone 
surface from Bordman 
Road, through Leonard 
and Oxford, to Indian-
wood Road in Orion 
Township.  In addition, 
the bridge over M-24 in 
Oxford is complete, so 

trail users do not have to 
deal with that busy high-
way.  This twelve mile 
portion of the Polly Ann 
has a trailhead in Leo-
nard, with parking and 
restrooms.  For more in-
formation, go to ... 
 
www.pollyanntrailway.org�
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plan was developed for 
the trail.  The Friends 
of the Polly Ann Trail, 
with the generous sup-
port of many donors, 
built six bridges in the 
spring and summer of 
2000 (a seventh bridge, 
“Bettie’s Solace,” was 
completed in 2006).   
 
The Friends, along with 
Lapeer County Parks 
(using MDNR grant mon-
ies), have maintained the 
trail in Dryden Township 
and Dryden Village all 
these years, and usage has 
increased each year.  The 
Parks Department has 
also used MDNR monies 
to clear obstructions and 
mow the trail in Arcadia, 
Attica, and Imlay Town-
ships the past few sum-
mers.  Imlay City has 
paved its section of the 
trail, with the generous 
support of the MDNR, 
Imlay City Rotary Club, 
the Four County Founda-
tion, and Imlay City 
Parks. 
 
There have been some 
important developments 

regarding property ad-
joining the trail.  Ten 
acres of woods and wet-
lands south of Dryden 
were donated to the Great 
Lakes Bioregional Land 
Conservancy, and use of 
the property will be 
planned by a partnership 
with the Friends of the 
Polly Ann Trail.  A trail-
side veterans memorial 
park is being planned by 
Dryden Township and 
Village on property in the 
village, at Dryden Road.  
Lapeer County Parks has 
submitted a grant applica-
tion to help acquire seven 
acres of land to connect 
General Squier Park and 
the trail 
 
All of these things, and 
more, have been going on 
quietly behind the scenes.  
We have had great sup-
port from our board mem-
bers, many significant do-
nors, the MDNR, Lapeer 
County Parks, the Lapeer 
County Board of Com-
missioners, and others.  
The Friends continue to 
work toward the goal of a 
developed trail from 
Bordman Road to Kings 

(SQUIER-Continued from page 5) 

summer or fall of 
2008, with a small 
possibility of the pur-
chase being as late as 
spring of 2009, de-
pending on when the 
funds are appropriated 
at the State level.  De-
velopment of the trail 
connection between 
the park and the trail 
will most likely take 
place in 2009 or 2010.  

This is an exciting 
possibility for the trail 
and its current and fu-
ture users.  Through 
this process Lapeer 
County Parks hopes to 
allow all trail users 
(horseback, bike, & 
pedestrians) access to 
the trail through Gen-
eral Squier Park. 
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Nearly $100,000 is 
needed to purchase seven 
acres of land that will 
connect General Squier 
Park and the Polly Ann 
Trail.  Most of that 
money will come from a 
grant from the Natural 
Resources Trust Fund 
Board, and some will 
come from the State of 
Michigan and Lapeer 
County.  The Friends of 
the Polly Ann Trail has 
agreed to raise up to 
$20,000 to provide the 
remainder of the funds 
needed.   

We are off to a good 
start, with our first annual 
Polly Ann Trail Walk 
raising about $1,800.  
That still leaves a good 
deal more money to raise.  
Your support would be 
very helpful in making 
this a successful cam-
paign, helping expand 
General Squier Park and 
providing a connection to 
the Polly Ann Trail.  
Please consider sending 
in a donation, in whatever 
amount you are able, to 
help us meet our goal of 
$20,000.  The Friends 

group is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, and 
contributions are tax-
deductible.  Your gener-
ous support is very much 
appreciated. 
 
Make checks payable to 
Friends of the Polly Ann 
Trail, and send them to: 
 
Friends of the Polly Ann 
Trail 
Trailhead Fund 
P.O. Box 123 
Dryden, MI 48428 
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General Squier Lapeer County Park Trailhead: 
In spring of 2007 Lapeer County Parks submitted a grant request to the Michi-
gan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)  Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund to purchase 7 acres of property adjacent to both General Squier 
Park and the Polly Ann Trail in the Dryden area. This property is part of a lar-
ger 17 acre parcel that a landowner is willing to split and sell to the County.   
The property has two small creeks running through it, including some of the 
headwaters of the Belle River and is mostly lowland woods.  If the grant re-
quest is successful it will allow for a connection between the Polly Ann Trail 
and General Squier Park, essentially creating the first trailhead for the trail in 
Lapeer County. 
 
The Friends of the Polly Ann Trail is an integral part of this application.  The 
group volunteered to raise $20,000 to assist with the purchase of the property 
and has already been working towards that goal.  The Friends Group will need 
support from all its members and the community to achieve the goal.  Local 
funds are necessary because the grant, if successful, will cover about 70% of 
the cost of obtaining the property.  Lapeer County has also designated $10,000 
towards this project.  In addition the state department which owns the property, 
the MDNR Forest, Minerals, and Fire Management Division, is considering 
whether it can put $10,000 into the project as well.  The total estimated cost of 
obtaining the property is $100,000, based on professional appraisal.  We hope 
to know by late fall of 2007 whether the grant request will be awarded. 
If the grant is awarded, purchase of the property will most likely take place in 

(SQUIER-Continued on page 4) 

By Ken Elwert, Director Lapeer County Parks 
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The Township and Village 
of Dryden have jointly pur-
chased property in the Vil-
lage, which is located next 
to the Polly Ann Trail in 
downtown Dryden. This 
property would become 
Dryden Memorial Park. The 
park will serve as a place to 
hold events, a rest area and 
trailhead for trail users, a 
spot where residents can re-
lax, and as a Veterans' Me-
morial.   
 
In the past, the property was 
the home of a cooperative 
grain elevator used by the 
railroad. It is located next 
door to and east of the Lamb 
Building (Village Hall) on 
the south side of Main 
Street (Dryden Road).  The 
Polly Ann Trail runs north - 
south adjacent to this prop-
erty to the east.  
 
A private party 
bought the ele-
vator complex 
to salvage 
equipment and 
materials from 
the structure. 
When the sal-
vage operation 
was completed, 
the Village de-
molished the 
structure, re-
moved all re-
maining materi-
als from the 
site, and graded 
the land in 
preparation for 
other site im-
provements. 
The site is now 

a vacant lot. The Village 
hoped to develop it into a 
park to serve trail users 
and villagers alike. 
 
At the same time, the 
Township had been inter-
ested in developing a Vet-
erans' Memorial. The 
Township and the Village 
decided to purchase the 
property jointly and cre-
ate a park that would ful-
fill both needs.  The two 
entities formed a commit-
tee to decide how to pro-
ceed with developing the 
park.  The committee was 
in agreement with the 
concept of the original 
park plan drawn up for 
the Village in 1999 by 
Rowe, Inc. The park 
would include a Veterans' 
Memorial, with a flag, a 
memorial plaque and en-
graved brick pavers. It 

cannot function as a rec-
reational park because the 
area is too small and is 
too close to the road and 
overhead wires.  It still 
could serve many com-
munity functions because 
of its proximity to the 
Polly Ann Trail. 
 
Currently, the 
Committee has 
been working 
with a local 
nursery to help 
bring the con-
ceptual plan to 
life. The plan 
was drawn into 
three phases. 
 
The first phase involves 
the property that is owned 
by the Township and the 
Village. It includes the 
construction of a 12’ x 
24’ vinyl rectangle ga-

zebo. Land-
scaping needs 
to take ac-
count of 6’ 
wide crushed 
limestone 
paths 
(handicap ac-
cessible), 
brick pavers 
around the 
flagpole area, 
retaining walls 
with boulders, 
drainage, 
lighting, flag-
pole, drinking 
fountain and 
irrigation 
valves, bike 
racks, park 
benches, pic-

nic tables, trees, shrubs, 
grading, and grass. Our 
goal is to be able to com-
plete the majority of 
phase 1 this fall, since fall 
is conducive to planting. 
Also, the Master Garden-
ers may help with the 
landscaping. 
 

The Committee is cur-
rently trying to secure 
funding for the project. 
The Dryden Veterans are 
committed to paying for 
the flagpole. We are hop-
ing that our residents will 
donate boulders and 
plants for the landscap-
ing. We would also like 
to sell brick pavers as a 
fundraiser.  The commit-
tee is also planning on 
applying for a grant from 
the Lapeer County Com-
munity Foundation for the 
light poles and the electri-
cal.  The Township, the 
Village, and the Down-
town Development Au-
thority are also making 
investments in the park.  
Phase 1 of the park 
should cost approxi-
mately $50,000.  Wesley 
Jonik, an Eagle Scout in 
our community, is work-

(MEMORIAL-Continued on page 3) 

By Tina Papineau, Dryden Township Supervisor 

�
��
������+�������#���������������&
��������"����� ������

Dryden Trailhead Conceptual Plan by American Tree 
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without the help of 
many--Lapeer County 
Parks staff, Friends 
board members, and the 
many sponsors of the 
walk.   
We look forward to an 
even bigger and better 
event for the second an-
nual Polly Ann Trail 
Walk on National Trails 
Day in 2008. 
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walked just the two 
miles to the village and 
took a shuttle, provided 
by Lapeer County 
Parks, back to the park.  
Some walked back to 
the park (for a total of 
four miles), and there 
were those who walked 
further north on the 
trail for a total distance 
of up to eight miles. 
 
On hand for the walk 
were Lapeer County 
Commissioner Linda 
Jarvis, Parks Director 
Ken Elwert, many 
board members of the 
Friends of the Polly 
Ann Trail, and numer-
ous trail enthusiasts 
from the surrounding 
area.  The Friends 
gained a number of 
new members as a re-
sult of the event. 
This event would not 
have been possible 
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David Howell at the start of walk. General Squier Park south of 
Dryden Village. 



���	��
��
�����	��
����
�	������

���������

$��/��������
�������������	
��*�����/)���/	�������
:5�6���/�����������������	,������+�����

"#";��������-	����
�������"#"�#���

�
����������������7�����
�(!(�.
L�9���

������<��B� > �>�

4

������
<��������J�
�
�������
�����<�C������#
	�� ����
�����������<�6
�	�������	
��
����

���
���
���������@��"����������������
	�������
����#�&� �������
��������
��������������(�
!�����������
���6��������������������#���%
��<�.
@� 4�
�<�J������
	�����C�����4	&����


